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Your ref CB/18/02363/SCO Chiltern Green Energy Park 
 

Dear Jerry 
 

Response to the Scoping Report for the proposed incinerator plant 
at East Hyde, now rebranded as Lea Bank Energy Park 

 
Please accept this as Wheathampstead Parish Council’s response to the 

Scoping Report for the proposed energy park at East Hyde. We had only 

just become aware of the submission so please excuse our brevity. 
 

In essence the concerns, in no particular order of significance, for 
Wheathampstead parish include: 

 

1. Access and transport 

It is stated that vehicles accessing and leaving the site will do so 

from the west rather than east. The Lower Luton Road is already 

incredibly busy and arguably very dangerous.  

There are significant fears for additional traffic for a ‘B’ road which 

at times is well beyond capacity. Congestion is set to increase with 

housing developments at Batford and Symonshyde, plus the new 

secondary school, also at Batford, and expansion of London Luton 

Airport. Additional traffic accessing the energy park is unthinkable. 

Despite being a 30MPH road access to the Katherine Warington 

School is classified by Herts County Council as NOT being a ‘safe 

route’ to school. Pupils are actively discouraged from walking or 

cycling to school and expected to use a school bus.  
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Whilst the scoping report states that site traffic will not utilise the 

road towards Wheathampstead/ Welwyn it is unclear how traffic to 

and from the proposed energy site will be entirely restricted from 

moving eastwards. Currently local accidents and M1 closures see 

increased traffic here.  

Whilst we understand that the recycling products will arrive baled, 

we were under the impression that baler stations were to be 

constructed and are concerned that these will also cause additional 

local traffic.  

Realistic and robust enforcement measures have to be in place 

should any further local development occur.   

2. Emissions  

Significant concerns abound regarding emissions, both airborne and 

pollutants which may leach through the ground or into the River Lea 

and chalk aquifer.  

 

Chalk streams, such as the Lea support a wide range of wildlife 

including species such as otters, water voles, mink and kingfishers 

and many species of fish. The river has been managed, diverted, 

dredged, and controlled for hundreds of years, often with the aim of 

draining the surrounding marshes to create dry land for grazing and 

for growing crops. In medieval times, the manor of 

Wheathampstead was the main supplier of corn to the abbey of 

Westminster. Whilst many of these changes remain today, work is 

underway to address their negative impacts, part of a commitment 

made by the UK Government to improve the quality of all 

waterbodies (rivers, lakes and coastal waters) in the UK.  

Supported by the Environment Agency, in 2014 the Herts and 

Middlesex Wildlife Trust launched the River Lea Catchment 

Partnership to work with local people, landowners, water 

companies, statutory bodies and others, to return the Lea where 

possible to a more natural form and quality to benefit people and 

wildlife. Wheathampstead Parish Council is a member of the 

Partnership and is working with the River Lea Catchment 

Partnership and local volunteers on a number of projects in the 

Wheathampstead area. See http://www.riverleacatchment.org.uk/ 
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3. Visual Impact and Green Belt 

Wheathampstead’s parish boundary abuts that of Central 

Bedfordshire. The proposed site is extremely close to 

Wheathampstead and a large building with huge chimney will have 

a massive detrimental visual impact on this Green Belt area which is 

adjacent to the Hertfordshire Lea Valley Landscape Conservation 

Area.  

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Julia Warren 

Clerk to Wheathampstead Parish Council 

 


